
Tulare County Council on Child and Youth Development-LPC Meeting 
Minutes 

Thursday, August 13, 2015 at 3pm 

649 S. County Center Drive, Visalia, CA 93277 

Present: Alex Elliott, Cara Peterson, Darcy Massey, Dianne Young, Karen Ball, Isidro Silva, Linda Ledesma, Melissa Prado, 
Michele Morrow, Sherri Glenn, Yadira Mendoza, Julie Berk (Public), Lorena Lopez (Staff). 

Absent:  Carol Gossett, Debbie Castro, Dianne Young, Ephraim Rodriguez, Melissa Calvero, Nadia Sanchez, Timberly 
Romero 

I. Call to Order 
Melissa Prado (Vice Chair) called the meeting to order at 3pm. Debbie Castro (Chair was unavailable to 
attend).  
  

II. Public Comment 
There were no public comments. 

 
III. Council Trainings: 

There were no council trainings this month. 
 

IV. Discussion and Action Items: 

a. June Minutes: Michele Morrow made the motion to approve minutes. Alex Elliott second the motion. 
Cara Peterson and Karen Ball abstained. The motion carries.  

b. LPC Goals: The Council discussed the goals for the 2015 and approved the following: 

i. To continue to develop and implement supports in the area of early care and education for 
parents and for providers, regardless of funding source. 

ii. To recruit council members and raise awareness and visibility of the council and its work 
through the use of outreach efforts in the community, including resource fairs, informational 
tables, Facebook, and an email database.  

iii. To increase communication between and the knowledge of council members, the council and 
committees shall share meeting minutes, follow timelines and mandates, and maintain a focus 
on the council mission and goals.  

iv. Stay abreast of trends which impact council's mission. 

Karen Ball made the motion to approve new Council goals for the 2015/2016 year. Michele Morrow 
second the motion.  

c. Needs Assessment: The Council reviewed and discussed the Needs Assessment. Darcy Massey made a 
motion to approve Tulare County’s Needs Assessment report as is presented. Sherri Glenn second the 
motion. The motion carries.   

d. Budget: The Council reviewed the LPC budget and AB212 budget for the 2015/2016 fiscal year. Michele 
Morrow made a motion to approve the budget as presented. Alex second the motion. The motion is 
approved.  

V. Other Reports: 

a. Chair Report: 

i. Membership: Below is the current list of council members: 

 From BOS:  Darcy Massey, Ephraim Rodriguez, Karen Ball, Sherri Glenn, Timberly Romero, Carol 
Gossett, Melissa Prado, Dianne Young, and three vacancies. One potential. 



 From SOS:  Cara Peterson, Nadia Sanchez, Michele Morrow, Alex Elliott, Debbie Castro, Melissa 

Calvero, Yadira Mendoza, Isidro Silva (applied), Linda Ledsma (applied) and two vacant positions. 

ii. AB212: The AB212 Committee hosted a workshop on June 26, 2015 on the Desired Results 

Development Profile-Teacher Training. There were 27 attendees.  

b. The committee is working on putting together an Inclusion Collaborative Conference on August 29, 
2015. The workshop is open to early education professionals and parents. The cost will be $15 dollars 
per individual. Lunch will be included. We are expecting 100 participants. There will be nine workshops 
and each participant selects three to attend. Next AB212 meeting will be August 18, 2015 @3pm at 
Brandman.  

c. The AB212 Activity Report was sent to CDE and includes a summary of the AB212 trainings and stipends.  
         
               iii. California Transitional Kindergarten Stipends  

The CTKS Committee (also part of the AB212 Committee) has been working on communicating 
information regarding the grant to the county. Dr. Solis shared a letter written by the committee earlier 
in July to our local school district superintendents. The committee has also partnered with the 
Transitional Kindergarten Professional Learning Community (TK PLC) and will be covering registration 
cost for 30 TK teachers to attend. The committee has also set levels for reimbursements which are as 
follows:  

 1. $250 for Community College level courses (3 units)  
 2. $500 for Bachelor’s level courses (3 units)  
 3. $650 for Graduate level courses (3 units)  

The committee has also created an application packet to be distributed to school districts. 

                  iv. Temporary Voluntary Transfer of Funds:  
The next application for local California State Preschool Providers to apply for a Temporary Voluntary 
Transfer of Funds will be November 1, 2015. Lorena will communicate this information to all providers. 
 

v. Quality Rating Improvement System: Tulare County Office of Education has submitted the QRIS State Grant   
by the deadline of July 30, 2015. They received notification on August 7, 2015 that they will be funded as a 
Priority II. 

 TCOE also submitted the application for First 5 California IMPACT Grant (this grant is to be used to 
implement a QRIS for all providers that are not state subsidized funded). 

  The application was due August 10, 2015. This is phase 1 of 2 for this IMPACT Grant. Phase 2 is due 
November 2015.  

 The next QRIS Consortium Meeting will be Wednesday, September 16, 2015 @ 2:30pm.  
 

b. Legislative Breakfast Committee: The Committee was dark in July and will resume August 18th at 2pm at 

Brandman. Save the Dates have been sent out (to about 400 people). Registration will open up later this month. 

We have received a lot of positive feedback on the invitations. The focus will be on the importance of investing 

in high quality early care and education, the lasting impact that it has in a child’s life, and the return on 

investment for the community. The Keynote will be Camille Maben the Director for First 5 California. She will 

visit our local First 5 Tulare County, Kern County, and Kings County after the breakfast. Also, Jennifer Marroquin 

(Tulare City School District) will present information on the impact of early care and education and collaborating 

with the k-12 world. And then Dr. Solis will also discuss investing in early care and education and the lasting 

impact that it has in children being successful and lifelong learners. The breakfast will be on Thursday, October 

1, 2015 @ 7am.   

C. Inclusion Collaborative Committee: Inclusion Collaborative Committee: The Inclusion Committee has changed 

its meeting dates and will now be meeting bi-monthly on the first Thursday of the month (Starting in September 

and will meet on odd months). This last meeting the committee discussed the Inclusion Conference and will be 



assisting in hosting this conference. The committee discussed the Resource Guide for Tulare County and plans to 

complete it and present it during the September meeting. During the September meeting the committee would 

like to start discussing their annual Inclusion Breakfast which will take place in the Spring of 2016! 

School Readiness Improvement Program: The coaches finished their 6th cohort and 3rd successful year this past 

June. We are hoping to receive their annual results soon and then share it with the Council. There have been 

some changes in staff. Unfortunately, two coaches have resigned. This leaves the program with three coaches. 

Erika is working out the budget to make two full-time and one coach part time coach. The program will be 

working out the details and keep the Council updated with the final outcomes. First 5 Tulare County has been 

notified of the changes and said we can do a budget revision once we have a final decision. 

VI. Next Scheduled Meeting:  

a. October 8, 2015 at 3:00pm-5:00pm at Brandman University (Visalia). 

VII. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 4:15pm 

 

 


