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Tulare County Council on Child & Youth Development 
Minutes 

Thursday, January 11, 2018 3-5pm 
7000 Doe Ave Visalia, CA 93277 

 
Present:  Karen Ball, Elvira Barron, Lorena Castillo, Rica Curtiss, Cheri Doria, Alex Elliott, Sherri Glenn, 
Christen Hastings, Jessica Hernandez, Darcy Massey, Michele Morrow-Eaton, Melissa Prado, Timberly 
Romero, Tina Shirley, Tiffany Stark, Dave Scahill (Guest), Stephanie Sanchez (Guest), Joe Martinez (Guest), 
Jody Gunderman (Guest) Darren Hardy (Guest), Steve Roussos (Consultant), Rosanne Pitz (Guest), Ramona 
Chiapa (Guest), Melissa Bachtelle (Guest), Samantha Terry (Staff).  

 
I. CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order by Melissa Prado at 3:07pm in Debbie Castro’s absence. 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS: No public comments were made. 

III. COUNCIL TRAINING:  

a. Dave Scahill did a presentation on his business The Discovery Source that creates and publishes their 
own items, The Discovery Source also helps to provide solutions to educational issues and needs. They 
also broker for quality effective companies that provide learning materials and they also create their own 
teaching materials and tools. Some of the products they sell are: Baby STEM, Home Start, Frame their 
Learning, and work with KODO Kids Company. 

IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Form 700: This is an annual requirement to be completed by each member with the due date of April 1, 
2018. Melissa Prado shared with the Council Members that they need to please complete it and submit 
the original copy to Samantha. Melissa distributed the one page portion of the Form 700; however, she 
shared that Samantha will email the full document for those members who have investments to report.  

b. LPC Local Funding Priorities (Zip code Priority Report): This is an annual report that is required to be 
completed which outlines the child care needs of Tulare County by zip code. It indicates by priority 1, 2, or 
3, the level of child care need. The new priority report will be conducted and presented at the April 
meeting. Each year the Council has the ability keep the zip code priority report the same or submit a new 
report. The Executive Committee decided that based on new available data, an updated report will be 
conducted and voted on at the April meeting. 

V. ACTION ITEMS 

a. October Meeting Minutes: There was one error in the minutes. Michele Morrow-Eaton motioned to 
approve the minutes with the change. Tina Shirley second the motion. No abstentions. Minutes are 
approved with minor change.  

VI. OTHER REPORTS 

a. Narrative Change: No narrative changes were submitted at this time. 

a. Temporary Voluntary Transfer of Funds: The due date to submit these requests was November 1-15th. No 
contractor’s submitted a request. They will have another opportunity to apply for this request in April with 
the due date of May 1-15th. 

b. Chair Report 

i. Membership Update: Hanadi Rousan and Linda Ledesma have resigned from the Council. 
Jessica Hernandez, Rebecca Ortiz, Deepa Srivastava, and Tiffany Stark’s memberships have 
been approved. Sarah Seymore’s membership is awaiting approval to be moved to Child Care 
Provider which leaves only two vacancies for the Council; 1 Consumer and 1 Community 
Vacancy.  

ii. AB212 and California Transitional Kindergarten Stipends: The committee met on Tuesday 
November 28, 2017 from 2:30pm-3:30pm at Brandman University. The committee discussed the 
California Transitional Kindergarten Grant and the ways in which they can increase the stipends 
that are being spent. The grant ends March 2019 and the committee wants to be sure that all 
funds are spent by that time. The committee discussed the possibility of hosting a training for the 
TK teachers and giving them a stipend for their attendance. The committee also reviewed the 
previous trainings that AB212 has hosted this fiscal year and shared information on upcoming 
trainings. Lastly, the committee reviewed the trainings that Strategies 2.0 provide and discussed 
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the possibility of having AB212 host some of their trainings in the future. The committee is 
scheduled to meet on January 31, 2018 from 2:30pm-3:30pm at TCOE Doe Ave in the Manzanita 
Conference Room. 

iii. Inclusion Collaborative Committee: The committee met on January 11, 2018 and discussed the 
last minutes details for the Inclusion Collaborative Breakfast Training that is scheduled for 
February 9, 2018 from 8:00am-11:30am at TCOE Mooney. The committee will be meeting at 
6:30am to set up the event. The committee finalized their breakfast menu and created the agenda 
for the event. The committee is scheduled to meet April 12, 2018 from 1:30-3:00pm at 
Employment Connections. 

iv. Legislative Breakfast Committee: The committee met on Tuesday November 28, 2017 from 
3:30pm-4:30pm. The committee reviewed the feedback they received from the Legislative 
Breakfast Evaluation. Overall the committee said the event went really well and the participants 
really enjoyed Dr. Li’s presentation. The committee also discussed the few improvements that 
need to be made for next year’s event. The committee tentatively set the date for next year’s 
event for October 4, 2018 at the Wyndham. The theme for the event is Infant/ Toddler 101. The 
committee discussed potential speakers and decided that more research will be done to 
determine a speaker for the event. The committee is scheduled to meet on January 31, 2018 
from 3:30pm-4:30 pm at TCOE Doe Ave in the Manzanita Conference Room  

v. Executive Committee: The committee met on January 3, 2018 from 1:00pm-3:00pm in the 
Manzanita Conference Room. The committee approved of Learning Genie presenting at the July 
LPC Meeting. The committee discussed the LPC Retreat and decided, if possible, to have it on 
October 11th which is the scheduled LPC meeting to make it more convenient for the members. 
The location of the retreat is to be determined. The committee also discussed the possibility of 
having a Council booth at the Child Care Conference in April. This will increase the awareness of 
the Council which meets one of the Council goals. The committee decided that new Zip code 
Priorities will be completed for our county and will be reviewed at the April meeting. The 
committee is scheduled to meet on April 4, 2018 from 1:00pm-3:00pm in the Manzanita 
Conference Room.  

vi. Needs Assessment Committee: The committee met on November 8, 2017 and had the 
opportunity to meet Dr. Roussos, who is the consultant that the Council hired for the Needs 
Assessment. At this meeting Dr. Roussos went through the Areas of Need Template with the 
committee as they decided what items could be taken off the list for research. After the discussion 
took place, Dr. Roussos estimated that majority of his data collection will be done by January 
2018. He said he would attend the January LPC meeting to present the data and receive 
feedback from the Council. He also predicted that he would be complete with the assessment by 
April 2018 in which it can be voted on by the Council at the April meeting. The committee does 
not have the next meeting set as he is collecting the data and he will work closely with Samantha 
if there is anything he needs. A meeting will be set if necessary. 

I. Early Stars Program: Lorena Castillo shared that the program has provided numerous trainings opportunities 
for early childhood educators and family child care providers with a variety of topics to help meet the needs of 
the staff members. They will continue throughout the fiscal to provide more training opportunities. QRIS has 
fifteen state preschools that are participating in the 2017/2018 school year. The First 5 IMPACT Grant is 
continuing to coach, support, and provide trainings and materials to 64 early childhood education sites. The 
goal is 88 for this fiscal year. The 2016/2017 Infant and Toddler providers that participated have been 
transitioned over to the IMPACT Grant in which they will receive support from the IMPACT Team. Lorena has 
completed and submitted the QRIS Infant and Toddler Grant Application for 2017/2018. 
c. Dr. Steve Roussos, PhD, MPH  Presentation of Needs Assessment: Dr. Roussos shared some data on 

Tulare County that he gathered for July 2016 and the numbers represent the census estimates for the 
population of the county, children under age 5 and the number of women ages 15 to 50 years old that 
gave birth in 2016. He continued to share some of the data and graphs that he conducted for Tulare 
County in 2016. Some of the numbers seems incorrect according to some of the participants that 
attended the meeting. Dr. Roussos said he would look again at some of the numbers that seemed low 
and reevaluate them to see if they are correct or changes need to be made. He also had the members 
discuss the strength and weaknesses of our County which impacts the quality of the early childhood 
education programs in our county. Dr. Roussos said he will continue to work  on the assessment in hopes 
to have it complete to present at the April meeting.  

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Inclusion Collaborative Breakfast Training Event is scheduled for Friday February 9, 2018 
at Tulare County Office of Education on Mooney from 8:00am-11:30am. Please be sure to wear the council shirt 
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at the event. Michele Morrow-Eaton shared that First 5’s Capital grant is being release January 12, 2018 and it 
will be available on their website if anyone is interested or would like to share it with others.  

VIII. NEXT SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING:  
Thursday April 12, 2018 3:00pm-5:00pm at Employment Connection.  

IX. ADJOURNED at 4:55pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


