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Tulare County Council on Child & Youth Development 
Minutes 

Thursday November 1, 2018 2:00pm-3:00pm 
Parenting Network 330 N. Johnson St. Visalia, CA 93291 

 
Council Members Present: Karen Ball, Elvira Barron, Lorena Castillo, Debbie Castro, Cheri Doria, Sherri Glenn, Christen 
Hastings, Jessica Hernandez, Krissie Leach, Maribel Magana, Darcy Massey, Barbara Newman, Rebecca Ortiz, Melissa 
Prado, Teresa Ramos, Timberly Romero, Deepa Srivastava, Samantha Terry (staff), Dianne Young. 
 
Guests Present: Tal Ben-Ami, Cristina Corchado, Brenda Larson, Ileana Martinez, Amy McMahon, and Angela Nunez  

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order by Mrs. Castro at 2:05pm and introductions were conducted.  

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS: No public comments were made. 

III. ACTION ITEMS 
a. July Minutes: Minutes were reviewed and a few changes were proposed. Mrs. Glenn motioned to approve 

the minutes with the proposed changes. Mrs. Young second the motion. There were no objections or 
abstentions. Minutes were approved. 

b. LPC Annual Self Evaluation: The council reviewed the Self Evaluation that states the council is in full 
compliance of all regulations on the form. Mrs. Romero motioned to approve the report. Mrs. Ball second 
the motion. There were no objections or abstentions. The report was approved. 

c. LPC Membership Certification: The report was reviewed by the council members and corrections were 
made to the information on the report. Mrs. Doria motioned to approve the report with the proposed 
changes. Mrs. Ramos second the motion. There were no objections or abstentions. The report was 
approved. 

d. Needs Assessment: Mrs. Castro informed the council and community members that a draft of the report is 
available on the council website at http://www.tularecountykids.org/. Mrs. Castro also shared that the 
council reviewed the report prior to the meeting at the council retreat and suggested the following 
changes to be made: add a footnote on page 24 that explains what ages of children that the CCTR/ 
School Aged contracts are able to serve, define the categories in the Child Protective Services section of 
the report on page 35, add the website links to each program on pages 43-45, and add legends to the 
priority maps in the appendices on pages 71-73. Mrs. Prado motioned to approve the needs assessment 
with the proposed changes. Ms. Ortiz second the motion. There were no objections or abstentions. The 
needs assessment was approved. 

IV. OTHER REPORTS 
a. Narrative Change: Ms. Ortiz with Porterville Unified School District requested a Narrative Change in 

September to open an additional preschool classroom providing part day services at Olive Elementary 
School 

b. Chair Report 
i. Membership Update: Mrs. Morrow-Eaton has resigned effective October 31st, and Mrs. Doria has 

taken her place on the Executive Committee as the Superintendent of Schools Representative. 
Ms. Curtiss, and Ms. Marques have also resigned. Mr. Vital, Mrs. Magana, and Mrs. Leach’s 
membership applications have been approved. The Council has the following vacancies: 1 child 
care provider, I discretionary, and one community vacancy.   

ii. AB212 and California Transitional Kindergarten Stipends: The committee met on July 25, 2018 
from 2:30pm-3:30pm at TCOE Doe Ave in the Aspen Conference Room.  The committee 
reviewed the remainder of the CTKS grant that ends March 30, 2019. At that time the remaining 
projected balance was $754.94. However, at a later meeting it was determined that there were 
some changes and the projections were incorrect. The current funds available for the CTKS grant 
is $9,158.29. The committee reviewed the AB212 grant for the 2018/2019 fiscal year in which 
$110,000 is designated for stipends and $10,296 designed for retention activities. AB212 is 
hosting sixteen trainings this fiscal year for the early childhood educators in Tulare County. The 
committee reviewed the applicant survey and the wording of the AB212 stipend, both of which 
was determined to be discussed more in depth at the next scheduled meeting on November 15, 
2018 from 2:00pm-3:30pm at TCOE Doe Ave in the Manzanita Conference Room.  

iii. Inclusion Collaborative Committee: The committee met October 11, 2018 from 1:30pm-3:00pm at 
TCOE Doe Ave in the Aspen Conference Room. Mrs. Romero is the new Co-Chair with Mrs. 
Young as Mrs. Curtiss has resigned from the council. They began the planning for the annual 
event that is scheduled for February 8, 2018 at TCOE Mooney. The theme is Social Emotional 
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and will consist of a parent panel, table discussions, and a social emotional presentation by Ron 
Pekarek with Bright Start Parent Infant Program. The committee decided that they would like to 
collect wall art again this year for the participants to see and they discussed possibly allowing 
resource tables at the event that may require a $25 donation to the event. The committee wants a 
Save the Date sent out in October and the Invitation sent out the beginning of January. The 
committee is scheduled to meet January 10, 2019 from 1:30pm-3:00pm at TCOE Doe Ave in the 
Elderwood Conference Room. 

iv. Legislative Breakfast Committee/Update: The committee met on September 13, 2018 from 
3:30pm-4:30pm at TCOE on Doe in the Connections for Quality Care Conference Room. They 
finalized the agenda, the talking points for the opening and closing remarks as well as the Impact 
Award presentation. The committee decided that they would meet at 6:30am on October 4, 2018 
to set up for the event. Jobs were assigned to all the committee members and the committee 
decided that no nametags or folders were needed for this event. The event was scheduled for 
October 4, 2018 at TCOE Mooney from 7:30am-9:30am and the keynote speaker was Dr. 
Winters from the Fred Rogers Center for Early Learning and Children’s Media at Saint Vincent 
College. The committee is scheduled to meet November 15, 2018 from 3:30pm-4:30pm at TCOE 
Doe Ave in the Manzanita Conference Room. 

v. Executive Committee: Executive Committee 
The committee met on October 10, 2018 from 1:30pm-3:30pm at TCOE Doe Ave in the Manzanita 
Conference Room. They finalized all the items in relation to the Council Retreat that is scheduled 
for November 1, 2018 from 8:00am-2:00pm at Parenting Network. The committee discussed that it 
was made aware that the Executive Committee meetings are public meetings according to the 
Brown Act. For future meetings, the agenda will be posted on the council website and outside the 
door of the council office for public review. The committee reviewed and approved the council 
agenda for the meeting. The committee also was informed that the Voluntary Temporary 
Transfers of Funds opportunity is now open and the CSPP contractors will be notified by email of 
the request. If they want to participate, the due date to submit the documents to the council 
coordinator is November 7, 2018. The Executive is scheduled to meet December 5, 2018 from 
1:30pm-3:30pm at TCOE on Doe Ave in the Manzanita Conference Room.  

c. Early Stars Program: Mrs. Castillo provided an update on the Tulare County Early Stars Program. Her 
coaches have conducted numerous assessment trainings since the beginning of the fiscal year and they 
are currently working with their assigned sites. Fifteen new preschool sites are participating in the QRIS-
CSPP Grant with seventeen sites that are going through their first round of rerating. The IMPACT Grant is 
providing training, support, coaching, and materials to 88 early childhood education sites. A total of 
thirteen early care and education programs were rated in June 2018. One received a three-star rating, ten 
received a four-star rating, and two received a five-star rating. Twenty six providers are participating in the 
Infant and Toddler Grant. The 2018/2019 Infant and Toddler Grant was released and replaced as the 
“Quality Counts California QRIS Block Grant.” This new grant will allow them to continue to support infant 
and toddler programs but also gives them the ability to expand to serve all zero to five early care and 
education programs.  

V. ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mrs. Prado shared that First 5 Tulare County is hosting their Annual Open house on 
December 6, 2018 from 3:00pm-6:00pm. Participants are asked to bring an unwrapped toy for children ages zero 
to five and to wear their ugly Christmas Sweater. Ms. Massey shared that the Tulare County Child Abuse 
Prevention Council is hosting their Annual Cynthia Lockhart Mummery Conference on November 8, 2018 from 
8:00am-4:30pm at the Visalia Convention Center and the focus is Trauma Informed Schools. Mrs. Doria gave an 
update on Every Child California formally known as CCDAA. The next central section meeting is scheduled for 
January 25, 2019 at the Tachi Palace in Lemoore. Licensing will be conducting a presentation. She shared that 
licensing is taking a new approach in which they want to be helpful and not punitive to licensed centers and child 
care homes. They want to try to avoid citations and help the licensees make improvements to better serve the 
children. Mrs. Doria also shared that the last central section meeting will take place on March 29, 2019 in Pismo 
Beach. It is a Symposium on Early Education in California: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly. Mrs. Doria informed 
the council that preschools operating on a school site will experience licensing changes in four year old 
classrooms. A classroom that is strictly for four years olds will not be required to be licensed but a three year old 
classroom will be required to be licensed. She also informed the council that as of July 1, 2019 after a child turns 
three years of age they qualify to be served in state subsided preschools. Ms. Ortiz also shared that due to the 
passing of AB 2626 California State Preschool Program Contractors are able to increase the income guidelines to 
85% which will allow more children to be served.   

VI. NEXT SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING:  

January 10, 2019 from 3:00pm-4:00pm at TCOE on Doe Ave in the Elderwood Conference Room.  

VII. ADJOURNED at 3:00pm. 


