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Tulare County Council on Child & Youth Development 
Minutes 

Thursday July 11, 2019 3:00pm-4:00pm 
Tulare County Office of Education 7000 Doe Ave Visalia, CA 93291 

 
Council Members Present: Karen Ball, Elvira Barron, Lorena Castillo, Debbie Castro, Cheri Doria, Sherri 
Glenn, Maribel Magana, Barbara Newman, Monica Pilkinton, Teresa Ramos, Timberly Romero, Christina 
Sauceda, Deepa Srivastava, Samantha Terry (staff), and Dianne Young. 
 
Council Members Not Present: Jessica Hernandez, Brenda Larson, Krissie Leach, Darcy Massey, Rebecca 
Ortiz, Melissa Prado, Tiffany Stark, Al Vital. 
 
Guests Present: Alicia Delagarza, Tim Hire, Veronica Flores, Catherine Kemp, Michele Palermo, Eric 
Sonnenfeld, Eddie Valero. 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 3:00pm by Ms. Castro. 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS: No public comments were made. 

III. COUNCIL TRAINING: Catherine Kemp, CA Early Childhood Mentor Program Coordinator. Ms. Kemp 
provided a presentation on the California Early Childhood Mentor Program that is available in Tulare 
County. The mission of the program is to support high quality ECE classroom teachers and program 
administrators to provide relationship-based professional development for students, teachers, and 
administrators. Mentor Teachers positively impact the teachers of tomorrow by applying what they 
know about teaching to support, guide, and inspire the students as they work to become ECE teachers. 
Director Mentors positively impact new, struggling, or aspiring administrators by applying what they 
know about leadership and management to support, guide, and inspire the administrators.  
 

IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS: Mr. Sonnenfeld, Assistant Administrator for Tulare County Office of Education 
Early Childhood Education, provided an update on the Assembly Bills that pertain to the council. 

a. AB 1001 Update: This bill is sponsored by CCSESA (California County Superintendents 
Educational Services Association) that proposed changes to LPC membership composition and 
additional mandates of the council to help meet the new ECE needs present in our state. This is 
a policy bill which means funding is attached to it. It was requesting increased funding to assist 
with the additional requirements proposed in the bill. The budget did not include this bill so it has 
not been approved. The bill is still alive as it was converted to a two year bill. The bill will 
continue to go through the legislative process and the budget bill will be reintroduced in 
January. If the bill does not get passed in the 2020/2021 budget it will be dead.  

b. AB 324 Update: This bill is sponsored by First 5 California and it is proposing changes that 
would impact the AB212 funding that LPCs receive. This also is a budget bill and due to the new 
governor, he does not want budget bills going outside the budget process. This bill is still alive 
but waiting for negotiations from the governor. $195 million in one-time general fund for the 
Early Learning and Care Workforce Development Grant was approved in the budget but still 
waiting for the trailer bill language for this bill. There is a possibility it can be put in next year’s 
budget and it may get gutted and amended. 

V. ACTION ITEMS 
a. April Council Minutes: Ms. Ramos motioned to approve the April Council Minutes. Ms. Glenn 

second the motion. There were no objections or abstentions. Minutes are approved. 
b. Bylaws: Ms. Romero motioned to approve the Bylaw Revision. Ms. Ramos second the motion. 

There were no objections. There was one abstention from Ms. Young. The Bylaw Revision was 
approved. 

VI. OTHER REPORTS 
a. Narrative Change: Ms. Castro informed the council that no narrative changes have been 

submitted. However, Ms. Castro informed the council that Proteus relinquished their Migrant 
Contractor funds. The headquarters of this contractor is located in Tulare County but the site 
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that serves the children is located in another county. A contractor, outside of Tulare County, has 
taken over the contract and the children will have continuity of care. 

b. Chair Report 
i. Membership Update: Ms. Castro informed the council that Brenda Larson’s membership 

was approved for the discretionary vacancy under Board of Supervisors. Christina 
Sauceda’s membership was approved for the community vacancy under the 
Superintendent of Schools. Christen Hastings has resigned her position as community 
member under Board of Supervisors but Michele Palermo has applied to take her 
position and it waiting for final approval. This leaves two child care provider vacancies on 
the council. 

ii. AB212 Committee: Ms. Glenn shared that the committee is scheduled to meet July 24, 
2019 at TCOE Doe Ave in the Sycamore Conference Room 1:30pm-3:00pm. 

iii. Inclusion Collaborative Committee: Ms. Romero shared that the committee met prior to 
the council meeting from 1:30-3:00pm in the Elderwood Conference Room. The 
committee began planning for the Annual Inclusion Collaborative Breakfast Training 
Event that is scheduled for February 21, 2020 from 8:00am-11:30am at Tulare County 
Office of Education on Mooney. The focus of the event will be special education law/ 
rights for children and families with special needs. The next scheduled meeting is 
October 10, 2019 from 1:00pm-2:00pm at TCOE Doe Ave in the Aspen Conference 
Room. 

iv. Legislative Event Committee: Ms. Glenn shared that the committee is scheduled to meet 
July 24, 2019 at TCOE Doe Ave in the Sycamore Conference Room 3:00pm-4:30pm 

v. Executive Committee: Ms. Castro shared that the committee met June 19, 2019 at 
TCOE on Doe Ave in the Manzanita Conference Room. The committee reviewed the 
year end projections for the grants and began planning for the council’s retreat. The 
committee decided that the retreat is going to be a forum this year and will take place 
November 19, 2019 form 8:00am-12:00pm. This forum will align with the presentation at 
the Legislative Event to provide an opportunity to brainstorm with community members 
about the needs of Tulare County. This will guide the council to possibly update council 
goals and create a new strategic plan. Therefore, the council quarterly meeting has been 
scheduled for October 10, 2019 from 2:00pm-4:00pm at TCOE on Doe Ave in the Aspen 
Conference Room. The committee approved of the LPC Annual Summary of Activities 
Report for the 2018/2019 year and agreed to provide feedback on the 2018/2019 Annual 
Report. One contractor submitted a Voluntary Temporary Transfer of Funds to CDE in 
May and a match was made for the contractor. The next scheduled meeting is October 
2, 2019 at TCOE Doe Ave in the Manzanita Conference Room.  

vi. AD Hoc Comprehensive Child Care Planning Committee: Ms. Glenn shared that the 
committee is scheduled to meet July 24, 2019 at TCOE Doe Ave in the Sycamore Conference 
Room 3:00pm-4:30pm 

I. Early Stars Program: Ms. Castillo provided an update on the three funding sources that the Early Stars 
Program receives. Ms. Castillo shared that the first funding source is the QRIS-CSPP Grant and they 
had fifteen state preschools participate in the 2018/2019 rating process. All of the sites have received 
their final rating and the four and five star rating sites will receive a block grant. The first round of re-
rating also occurred during the 2018/2019 fiscal year that consisted of seventeen sites and the four and 
five star ratings sites will also receive block grants. For the 2019/2020 fiscal year five new state 
preschool sites will participate in the rating process and once they are rated all CSPP in Tulare County 
will have gone through the rating process. The 2019/2020 fiscal year will also consist of 29 state 
preschool sites that will be re-rated. For the First 5 California IMPACT Grant they provide coaching, 
support, training, and materials to 88 sites. Of the sites that are participating, fourteen went through the 
rating process and the four and five star sites received a block grant. The IMPACT Grant was a five 
year grant (2015-2020) but First 5 California plans to refund the grant for another three years. This 
action will be voted on at the July 25, 2019 commission meeting. The Quality Counts California Grant 
focuses solely on quality improvement and does not include a rating. Currently fourteen sites are 
participating in this funding and they receive training, coaching, materials, and supplies. Eight of the 
family childcare providers are participating in West Ed’s PITC Cohort in which they will receive college 
credits in early childhood education. Three annual events that the Early Stars Program hosts are a 
Director’s Academy, Teacher Training, and an Award Ceremony. The Director’s Academy is scheduled 
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for Friday September 13, 2019, the Teacher Training is scheduled for September 14, 2019, and the 
Award Ceremony is to be determined. 

II. Inclusive Early Learning and Care Coordination Program: Ms. Castillo provided an update on this one-
time funded grant. Ms. Castillo shared that the grant is from California Department of Education and the 
focus is to build capacity of inclusive programs in each county. All counties are required to participate in 
this grant either individually or regionally. Tulare County applied for the grant regionally along with four 
other counties in which Fresno County took the lead. More funding was provided to Tulare County than 
anticipated; therefore, a coordinator will be hired on a special project to oversee the grant until it ends in 
June 2020. The way in which Tulare County will be utilizing the funds for this grant is first to provide 
professional development for early childhood educators that focus on special needs. In addition, 
intensive special needs trainings, in collaboration with Tulare County’s SELPA program, will be 
provided to a small selective cohort to become specialized in working with children with special needs 
which will help with sustainability and support after the grant ends. The grant will also include some 
kind of data collection to be conducted as the data regarding special needs is limited. Lastly, the grant 
will provide funding to support the Tulare County Council on Child & Youth Development Annual 
Inclusion Collaborative Breakfast Training that is scheduled for February 21, 2020.  

III. EveryChild California: Ms. Doria shared the following event dates for EveryChild California; July 24th-
25th is the Great Administrators in Balboa Bay, August 6th is the Regulatory Update Forum at TCOE 
Doe, September 20th is the Central Section Forum which will focus on CDE Fiscal in Clovis Unified, 
October 16th-18th is the Fall Technical Assistance in Sacramento, January 24, 2020 Central Section 
Forum: Community Care Licensing & CDE Regulations tentatively in Lemoore at Tachi Palace, March 
20th Central Section Symposium topic and location to be determined, May 2020 Governor’s May Revise 
Proposal and Advocacy Symposium in Sacramento date to be determined. 

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
a. Mr. Sonnenfeld provided a legislative update of what was in the governors approved budget. 

12,000 slots were added to AP and 10,000 CSPP slots will be added April 1, 2020. One-time 
Facility Investment funds, 2019/2020 funds are for renovation, repairs, and expansion for Non-
LEAs and then in 2020/2021 funds for renovation, repairs, and expansion for LEAs will be 
available. $195 million one-time funding for Workforce Development to help improve the ECE 
workforce and the decision on who will receive it is still to be determined. $10 million to develop 
a data system to track education. There is a 3.26% COLA for Prop 98 funds CSPP part day and 
3.46% COLA for Non Prop 98 funds. Stage 1 received twelve month eligibility. Ongoing funding 
for Emergency Child Care Bridge Program, funding for ASES Program as well as funding for 
Full day Kindergarten expansion. They will also develop a universal license for providers to 
serve children ages 0-5. January 1, 2020 the need component will be eliminated for full day 
CSPP so this will allow more children to be served but they will have to still have to be income 
eligible. The new entering SMI is 85% which allows more children to be served and now three 
years olds can be served if their birthday is on or before December 2nd and they will be eligible. 

b. Ms. Young shared that the council is seeking black and white pictures of children from the child 
care centers within Tulare County to be used as the centerpieces at the 2019 Legislative Event 
that is scheduled for November 7, 2019.  

c. Ms. Newman shared that Central Valley Regional Center is going through a hiring cycle 
beginning next week. Information will be posted on their website and they are looking for 
passionate people to help serve their children and families. They are looking for service 
coordinators with experience and a bachelor’s degree in child development, etc. 

 
VIII. NEXT SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING:  

October 10, 2019 from 2:00pm-4:00pm at TCOE on Doe Ave in the Aspen Conference Room.   
IX. ADJOURNED: 3:58pm 
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